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Fish production in lloilo decreases by 41.1 percent

In the province of lloilo, total fisheries production declined significantly by 41.1
percent, from 10,731.03 metric tons (MT) in the first quarter of 2023 to 6,323.32 MT in
the same period of 2024.

Table 1. Volume of Fisheries Production in lloilo, First Quarter 2023 and 2024

Volume of Production
Subsector (in Metric Tons) % Change
1st Qtr 2023 1st Qtr 2024
TOTAL FISHERIES 10,731.03 6,323.32 -41.1%
Commercial Fisheries 3,242.52 2,666.51 -17.8%
Municipal Fisheries 5,420.37 2,189.96 -59.6%
Marine Municipal Fisheries 5,378.04 2,167.23 -59.7%
Inland Municipal Fisheries 42.33 22.73 -46.3%
Aquaculture 2,068.14 1,466.85 -29.1%

Source of Data: Philippine Statistics Authority, Fisheries Statistics Division

Fisheries in lloilo consist of three subsectors, namely: Commercial Fisheries,
Municipal Fisheries (which consists of both marine and inland municipal fisheries),
and Aquaculture.

For the first quarter of 2024, the following are the percentage distribution of
the fisheries subsectors to the total volume of fisheries production in the province:

Commercial Fisheries, 42.2 percent;
Marine Municipal Fisheries, 34.3 percent;
Aquaculture, 23.2 percent; and

Inland Municipal Fisheries, 0.4 percent.
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Figure 1. Percent Distribution of Fisheries Production in lloilo,
First Quarter of 2024
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Commercial Fisheries

The total fish production volume from commercial fisheries was recorded at
2,666.51 metric tons, registering a 17.8 percent decline compared to the same quarter
of last year with a production of 3,242.52 metric tons.

Figure 2. Volume of Commercial Fisheries Production in lloilo,
First Quarter 2023 and 2024
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The major fish species in the province in terms of volume caught in commercial
fisheries include Roundscad (Galunggong) with 384.39 metric tons, Threadfin bream
(Bisugo) with 306.33 metric tons, Goatfish (Saramulyete) with 223.04 metric tons, Bali
sardinella (Tamban) with 173.75 metric tons, and Squid (Pusit) with 167.33 metric
tons. These species comprise 47.1 percent of the total commercial fisheries
production in lloilo during the first quarter of 2024.

Page 2 of 6



Reference No.: SR-2025-008
Subject: Special Release — Fisheries Production in lloilo: First Quarter 2024
Date of Release: 28 February 2025

Municipal Fisheries

Output from the municipal fisheries during the first quarter of 2024 was recorded
at 2,189.96 metric tons, posting a decrease of 59.6 percent from the same quarter of
2023 production of 5,420.37 metric tons.

The marine municipal volume of production comprises 99.0 percent of the total
municipal fisheries, while the remaining 1.0 percent came from inland municipal
fisheries.

Figure 3. Volume of Municipal Fisheries Production in lloilo,
First Quarter 2023 and 2024
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Marine Municipal Fisheries

Marine municipal fisheries production in lloilo declined by 59.7 percent in the
first quarter of 2024 compared to the same period in 2023. Output decreased from
5,378.04 metric tons in Q1 2023 to 2,167.23 metric tons in Q1 2024.

Figure 5. Volume of Marine Municipal Fisheries
Production in lloilo, First Quarter 2023 and 2024
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The major fish catch in terms of volume of production for marine municipal
fisheries includes Blue crab (Alimasag) with 399.36 metric tons, Slipmouth (Sapsap)
with 303.00 metric tons, Squid (Pusit) with 222.54 metric tons, Threadfin bream
(Bisugo) with 221.29 metric tons, and Fimbriated Sardines (Tunsoy) with 151.70 metric
tons. Species enumerated above encompass 59.9 percent of the total marine municipal
fisheries production in lloilo during the first quarter of 2024.

Inland Municipal Fisheries

Inland municipal fisheries production during the first quarter of 2024 decreased
by 46.3 percent in comparison with the production in the same quarter of 2023.
Production was down to 22.73 metric tons for the first quarter of 2024 from the
42.33 metric tons produced in 2023.

Figure 6. Volume of Inland Municipal Fisheries Production in
lloilo, First Quarter 2023 and 2024
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FISH CRUSTACEANS MOLLUSCS

Crustaceans decreased in the volume of production by 24.7 percent, given the
production of 9.96 metric tons in 2024 from 13.23 metric tons in 2023. Molluscs
drastically decreased in the volume of production by 99.7 percent, given the
production of 0.05 metric tons from 19.27 metric tons for the same quarter of the
previous year. Meanwhile, Fish increased by 29.4 percent from 9.83 metric tons in
2023 to 12.72 metric tons in 2024.

Aquaculture

Volume of production from the aquaculture subsector declined by 29.1 percent
in the first quarter of 2024. From a registered production of 2,068.14 metric tons during
in 2023, it went down to about 1,466 metric tons in 2024.

Brackishwater fishpond production declined by 41.9 percent, from 1,184.13 metric
tons in Q1 2023 to 686.93 metric tons in Q1 2024. Similarly, oyster production
decreased by 59.8 percent, from 741.31 metric tons to 298.01 metric tons.
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On the other hand, freshwater fishpond production increased by 254.8 percent, from
119.69 metric tons in Q1 2023 to 424.65 metric tons in Q1 2024. Seaweed production
also grew by 135.6 percent, rising from 22.09 metric tons to 52.05 metric tons. Mussel
production recorded a 51.4 percent increase, from 0.74 metric tons to 1.12 metric tons.

Marine cage farming, which had no recorded production in Q1 2023, reported 4.02
metric tons in Q1 2024. Meanwhile, rice fish production declined by 80.0 percent, from
0.10 metric tons to 0.02 metric tons, and small farm reservoir production decreased
by 40.0 percent, from 0.10 metric tons to 0.06 metric tons.

Table 2. Volume of Aquaculture Production in lloilo,
First Quarter 2023 and 2024

Subsector Volume of Production (Metric
Tons) % Change

1st Qtr 2023 1st Qtr 2024
Aquaculture 2,068.14 1,466.85 -29.1%
Brackishwater Fishpond 1,184.13 686.93 -42.0%
Freshwater Fishpond 119.69 424.65 254.8%

Marine Cage 4.02

Oyster 741.31 298.01 -59.8%
Mussel 0.74 1.12 51.4%
Seaweed 22.09 52.05 135.6%
Rice Fish 0.10 0.02 -80.0%
Small Farm Reservoir 0.10 0.06 -40.0%

.. denotes data not available
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Concepts and Definitions

Aquaculture — fishery operation involving all forms of raising and culturing of fish and
other fishery species in marine, brackish and freshwater environment. Examples are
fishponds, fish pens, fish cages, mussel, oyster, seaweed farms and hatcheries.

Commercial Fishing —the catching of fish with the use of fishing boats with a capacity
of more than three (3) gross tons for trade, business or profit beyond subsistence or
sports fishing.

Municipal Fishing — covers fishing operation carried out with or without the use of a
boat weighing three (3) gross tons or less.

Marine — seawater outside the coastal line such as Manila Bay, Visayan Sea, etc.

Inland Municipal Fishing — the catching of fish, crustaceans, molluscs and all other
aguatic animals and plants in inland water like lakes, rivers, dams, marshes, etc. using
simple gears and fishing boats some of which are non-motorized with a capacity of
three (3) gross tons or less; or fishing not requiring the use of fishing boats.

Aquafarm —the farming facilities used in the culture or propagation of aquatic species
including fish, mollusc, crustaceans, and aquatic plants for purposes of rearing to
enhance production.

Source of data: Philippine Statistics Authority, Fisheries Statistics Division
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