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PSA employees listen to the guest speaker,
Mr. Jerome Eslabra during his presentation
at the 2022 Regional Planning Workshop

PSA EYES DIGITAL TRANSFORMATION
As the country approaches postpandemic times, Philippine Statistics Authority
Regional Statistical Services Office VI (PSA
RSSO VI) aims to improve its products and
services through implementation strategies
leveraged by digital transformation. Powered
by this vision, PSA RSSO VI held its 2022
Regional Planning Workshop (RPW) on
20-23 December 2021 at Zuri Hotel, Iloilo City.
The four-day RPW started with the
audiovisual presentations of the
accomplishments of the provincial offices and
divisions of PSA RSSO VI for 2021. Notable
accomplishments of the office included the
conduct of the 2021 Family Income and
Expenditure Survey Visit 1 and the pilot run of
Community-Based Monitoring System in
Sipalay City, Negros Occidental. In addition to
these accomplishments, the office delivered its
regular statistical operations, coordination, and
information dissemination activities.
In the second and third day, the work
plans for 2022 of the different services of the
PSA Central Office were introduced and
discussed by the chiefs of the different
provincial offices and divisions of the regional
office. Timeline and high-impact activities were

highlighted and the involvement of each
offices in the region were presented.
During the afternoon session of the
third day of the workshop, PSA RSSO VI
invited a speaker from Philippine Health
Insurance Corporation (PhilHealth), to
present updates on PhilHealth membership,
and Mr. Jerome Eslabra, to brief the
employees of stress management and mental
health. Later that day, a fellowship night was
conducted. Deputy National Statistician
Atty. Leo B. Malagar graced the occasion and
gave his and National Statistician’s message.
At the same night, the different provincial
offices and divisions of the regional office
showcased their talents through a song and
dance number. The night was concluded by
the performance of a live band.
In the last day of the event, teambuilding activities were conducted. PSA
employees also signified their loyalty to the
office and its mandates, through the signing
the 2022 Pledge of Commitment. The event
was capped off by Regional Director Fred S.
Sollesta leaving everyone a message of hope
for the upcoming year as the office still trails
a hard path brought by the pandemic.
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LIST OF WINNERS FOR
32ND NSM ACTIVITIES
Statistical Infomercial
Contest
1st Place - Department of Tourism
Region VI
2nd Place - Department of Science and
Technology VI
3rd Place - Commission on Higher
Education VI
Most Viewed - Commission on Higher
Education VI
Most Reacted - Commission on Higher
Education VI

Statistical Infographics
Contest
1st Place - Philippine Statistics Authority
Region VI
2nd Place - Department of Health
Region VI
3rd Place - Corazon Locsin Montelibano
Memorial Regional Hospital
Most Reacted - Iloilo Science and
Technology University

Photography Contest
1st Place - Rem Gio Tresvalles
2nd Place– Rey Tabafunda
3rd Place - Ivan Jay Procalla
Most Reacted - Kaizen Zai Bagundol

Essay-Writing Contest for
College Students
1st Place - Emmanuel John Araneta
2nd Place - Marrione Micah De La Peña
3rd Place - Mitzi Coleen Rufin

E-Poster Making Contest for
High School Students
1st Place - Julaiamaigne F. De Pili
2nd Place - Kristyl L. Ubial
3rd Place - Alexa Rose Agustino
Most Reacted- Jann Webb Marie D. Estimar

Best NSM Agency
Philippine Statistical Association,
Inc. Region 6 Chapter

Representatives of the participating agencies
during the online General Assembly Meeting for
the 32nd National Statistics Month

REGION 6 BAGGED BEST 31ST NSM REGION:
GOES HIGHER FOR 32ND NSM
Due to the pandemic and budget
constraints, the usual line up of activities of
the annual National Statistics Month (NSM)
celebration were mostly conducted virtually
and on a limited scale . Despite this, Western
Visayas was recognized as the Best 31st
National Statistics Month (NSM) Region,
among the 17 regions in the country, in
recognition of the region’s stellar conduct of
the National Statistics Month in 2020.
Starting off with this performance,
the region replicated and boosted its 32nd
NSM activities held during the whole month
of October 2021. Numerous activities and
contests were conducted in line with
celebration’s theme “Revving up for Economic
and Social Recovery through Evidence-Based
Policy-Making”.
The annual celebration was
planned a month prior to its official opening.
The NSM Steering Committee in the region,
spearheaded by the National Economic and
Development Authority (NEDA) VI, held
online General Assembly Meetings on 27
August 2021 and 17 September 2021. After
each General Assembly Meetings, the
different subcommittees, assigned per
activity, discussed their plans for their
respective activities as well.
On 04 October 2020, the 32nd NSM
in Western Visayas officially started.
Department of Labor and Employment
(DOLE) VI led the Opening Ceremony held

via Zoom and was streamed through the
official Facebook page of the 32nd NSM in
Western Visayas. Representatives from various
SUCs, private sectors, NGAs participated in the
program. Dir. Sixto Rodriguez, Jr. of DOLE
welcomed the participating agencies while OICDir. Meylene Rosales of NEDA VI officially
opened the celebration.
Major contests and activities of the
celebration were as follows: Statistical
Infomercial Contest; Statistical Infographics
Contest; Photography Contest, Essay-Writing
Contest for College Students E-Poster Making
Contest for High School Students; Lecture
Series on Official Statistics; and Webinar on
Evidence-Based Policy-Making. These events
were aimed to target the different groups and
sectors in the region. As result, these events
were heavily participated by different
organizations and individuals coming from
different parts of the region. Social media
engagements in the official Facebook page of
the celebration reached its peak at 21,000
people seeing the page.
The celebration was concluded
through a Closing and Awarding Ceremony
hosted by the Bangko Sentral ng Pilipinas
Iloilo Branch. Winners of the various contests
were recognized and were awarded with
prizes. NEDA OIC-Director Rosales officially
closed the celebration and expressed her hopes
that statistics should not be only considered
important every October, but in all of the days,
months, and years to come.
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Regional CBMS Forum last 18 November 2021
at Park Inn Hotel, Iloilo City.
Participants to the forum were
regional line agencies and local government
units. The participants were briefed on the
salient information, such as the specific roles of
the involved government bodies and budgetary
requirements, about the conduct of CBMS.
Experiences and challenges of the 2021 pilot
run in Sipalay City, Negros Occidental were
also presented.
Participants listen to the message of ARD
Ma. Calpiza Sardua of DICT VI during the
Regional Community-Based Monitoring Forum

REGIONAL COMMUNITY-BASED MONITORING
FORUM HELD IN PREPARATION FOR 2022
The Republic Act No. 11315, “An Act
Establishing A Community-Based Monitoring
System (CBMS) and Appropriating Funds
Therefore”, was signed into law on 17 April
2019 by President Rodrigo Roa Duterte. The
law enables the Philippines’ adoption of a
community-based monitoring system which
generates updated disaggregated data

necessary in targeting beneficiaries,
conducting more comprehensive poverty
analysis and needs prioritization, designing
appropriate policies and interventions and
monitoring impact over time.
In line with this enactment and
target rollout in 2022, PSA RSSO VI held a

The forum was graced by key officials
like Dir. Fred Sollesta of PSA RSSO VI, OICDir. Meylene C. Rosales of NEDA VI, Dir, Juan
Jovian I. Enginiero of DILG VI, and Dir. Mario
P. Cuñado of DICT VI. Some participants joined
virtually. CBMS officials from PSA Central
Office, Ms. Pleene Grace Castillo, Ms. Patricia
Anne San Buenaventura, and Mr. Niño Tuazon
were present. Together with the onsite key
officials, CBMS officials answered the questions
raised by the participants regarding the CBMS
implementation in the cities and municipalities
in Western Visayas. The support of the
participants were solicited as the rollout of the
CBMS will start in 2022.

CSS Marlene Y. Alviar talks to the
SOCD staff and discusses the
workplans and strategies for 2022

CRASD AND SOCD GEARS UP FOR 2022, HOLDS DPW AND ASSESSMENT
On 28-29 December 2021, a
Division Planning Workshop and Year-End
Assessment were conducted by the Civil
Registration and Administrative Support
Division (CRASD), and Statistical Operations
and Coordination Division (SOCD) of PSA
RSSO VI held at Magic Island Resort,
Guimaras.

activity conducted in the first day. Followed by
the discussion and workshops on 2022 Office
Performance and Commitment Review
(OPCR), procurement plans, and Risk
Registry Action Plan (Plan). The workshops
were fruitful as the divisions were able to
produce agreements and strategies to be
implemented in 2022.

Workshops on various forms, PSA
PW Forms 2, 2A, and 2B, were the first

During the last day of planning
workshop, both divisions discussed and

reviewed the Quality Management System
(QMS) of the regional office. Thereafter,
several wellness and team-building activities
were enjoyed by RSSO 6 CRASD and SOCD
personnel.
Regional Director Fred S. Sollesta
was present in the whole duration of the event.
He reminded the staff to continually embrace
change and be prepared as the office’s
mandates continually grows.
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UNEMPLOYMENT RATE RECORDED AT 5.8% IN OCT 2021
Unemployment Rate in the Philippines and Western Visayas:
October 2020, July 2021 and October 2021
OCTOBER
2020f

JULY 2021P

OCTOBER
2021P

Philippines

8.7

6.9

7.4

Western Visayas

5.9

6.7

5.8

Source: Philippine Statistics Authority, Labor Force Survey
Notes: P - Estimates are preliminary and may change.
f
- Final.
All estimates used the 2015 POPCEN-based Population Projection.

Labor Force Participation Rate by Region, Philippines: October 2021 P

Source: Philippine Statistics Authority, Labor Force Survey
Notes: P - Estimates are preliminary and may change.
Estimates are based on the 2015 POPCEN-based Population Projections.

Underemployment Rate by Region, Philippines: October 2021P

The unemployment rate in Western
Visayas in October 2021 was estimated at
5.8 percent. This is slightly lower than the
unemployment rate of the same month a year
ago reported at 5.9 percent. The October 2021
unemployment rate is also lower than the
previous quarter’s (July 2021) unemployment
rate. Compared to the national level
unemployment rate, Western Visayas’
unemployment rate in October 2021 is 1.6
percentage points lower than the national
value of 7.4 percent while 0.1 percentage point
lower than in October of 2020.
Of the estimated 5.5 million
population 15 years old and over in Western
Visayas for January 2021, 3.4 million or about
61.6 percent are in the labor force.
Western Visayas’ labor force participation rate
(LFPR) is 1.0 percentage point lower than the
national LFPR of 62.6 percent. The LFPR of
Western Visayas ranked eleventh (11th)
highest among the regions in the country.

In terms of numbers, about 3.4
million individuals 15 years old and over are
in the labor force. Of this, about 3.2 million
individuals are employed and
200 thousand were unemployed. The number
of individuals in the labor force increased by
1.6 percent from the previous quarter’s
estimate of 3.3 million. The number of
unemployed individuals decreased from
previous quarter’s estimate of 222 thousand.
The underemployment rate in the
region decreased from 24.0 percent in July
2021 to 17.5 percent in October 2021. The
underemployment rate increased by 4.6
percentage points from the same quarter of
previous year (October 2020). This means that
in October 2021, about one in every five
employed individuals or about 558,816 were
underemployed. Compared to other regions,
Western Visayas ranked the ninth (9th) highest
in underemployment rate.

Source: Philippine Statistics Authority, Labor Force Survey
Notes: P - Estimates are preliminary and may change.
Estimates are based on the 2015 POPCEN-based Population Projections.

Data are estimated from the
nationwide Labor Force Survey (LFS)
conducted by PSA which aims to provide a
quantitative framework for the policies in the
labor market.
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PRODUCTION OF AGRICULTURAL COMMODITIES REMAINED STABLE FOR 2021
With the current pandemic and
outbreak of the disease, almost all sectors of
the economy were anticipated to decline.
However, in 2021, agricultural production in
Western Visayas remained stable. Notable
increases in production were observed in the
palay and fisheries sector.
Palay and Corn

Crops, Fisheries, Livestock, and Poultry Production, in metric tons, Western Visayas: 2020-2021
CROPS
Palay

2,356,902

2.7

Irrigated Palay

1,104,362

1,132,195

2.5

Rainfed Palay

1,191,218

1,224,707

2.8

320,380

351,434

9.7

White Corn

92,786

88,161

-5.0

Yellow Corn

227,594

263,272

15.7

Corn

Fisheries

Livestock and Poultry

FISHERIES
Total Fisheries

Chicken production in 2021 increased
compared to 2020. It registered a volume
higher by 2.8 percent compared to the previous
year. While chicken egg production in the
region lessened by 1.3 percent, production of
duck meat and duck egg rose by 6.0 and 2.4
percent, respectively.

2020

PERCENT
CHANGE

2021

376,822

379,759

0.8

Commercial

66,285

62,615

-5.5

Municipal

99,984

108,013

8.0

Marine

91,619

101,466

10.8

Inland

8,364

6,547

-21.7

210,553

209,131

-0.7

Aquaculture

LIVESTOCK

2020

PERCENT
CHANGE

2021

Carabao

16,899

17,223

1.9

Cattle

18,554

18,680

0.7

195,298

200,283

2.6

6,790

6,643

-2.2

Hog

In 2021, the volume of production of
carabao, cattle, and goat grew by 1.9, 0.7 and
2.6 percent, respectively. On the other hand,
goat production contracted by 2.2 percent.

PERCENT
CHANGE

2021

2,295,580

Volume of production of palay in the
region increased by 2.7 percent in 2021. Total
production of palay in 2021 was reported at
approximately 2.4 million metric tons, higher
by more than 50,000 metric tons compared to
the 2020 production. Rainfed palay had the
higher increase for 2021, with 2.8 percent,
compared to irrigated palay, with 2.5 percent.
Similarly, corn production grew by 9.7 percent.
Yellow corn grew by 15.7 percent.

The total fisheries production of
Western Visayas in 2021 was estimated at
379,759 metric tons. The production increased
by 0.8 percent or about 2,937 metric tons more
from the 2020’s reported volume of
production. The increase was attributed to the
municipal fisheries sector. Municipal fisheries
increased by 8.0 percent growth in volume of
production. On the other hand, commercial
fisheries decreased by 5.5 percent, and
aquaculture fisheries decreased by 0.7 percent.

2020

Goat

POULTRY AND
EGGS
Chicken
Duck
Chicken Egg
Duck Egg

2020

PERCENT
CHANGE

2021

117,019

120,242

2.8

2,670

2,831

6.0

37,017

36,542

-1.3

4,772

4,887

2.4

Source: Philippine Statistics Authority, Agricultural Statistics Surveys
openstat.psa.gov.ph
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WESTERN VISAYAS’ PRICES UP BY 3.8 PERCENT IN FOURTH QUARTER 2021
Figure 1. Western Visayas Consumer Price Index, Inflation Rate and Purchasing Power of Peso
2018=100)
YEAR/MONTH
2021

2020

PURCHASING
POWER OF
PESO

INFLATION
RATE

CPI

4th Qtr

110.3

3.8

0.91

Dec

110.7

3.5

0.90

Nov

110.4

3.8

0.91

Oct

109.8

4.1

0.91

4th Qtr

106.3

3.0

0.94

Dec

107.0

3.4

0.93

Nov

106.4

3.3

0.94

Oct

105.5

2.4

0.95

Figure 2. Monthly Inflation Rates in Western Visayas, December 2020 - December 2021 , In
Percent (2018=100)

In December 2021, collected prices of
sample commodities in Western Visayas
generated Consumer Price Index (CPI) of
110.3. This means that with 2018 as the base
year, in order to afford a basket of goods
valued at 100 pesos in 2018, households in
Western Visayas will need an additional 10.3
pesos to buy the same basket of goods in
December 2021.
The fourth quarter of 2021 regional
average inflation rate of 3.8 percent showed
faster growth compared with the 3.0 percent
rate during the quarter in 2020.
Purchasing Power of the Peso (PPP)
of 0.91 in fourth quarter of 2021 indicated a
decrease of 0.03 from the 0.94 PPP during the
same period in 2020. The 0.91 PPP in Western
Visayas means that as inflation causes the
internal purchasing power of money to drop,
the value of the peso in the region during the
reference period is worth 0.91 compared to its
base value of 1.00 in base year 2018.
Western Visayas December 2021
inflation rate of 3.5 percent exhibited a slower
pace than the 3.8 percent rate in the preceding
month of November 2021, but it was higher
than the 3.4 percent inflation rate recorded in
December 2020.

Table 1. Western Visayas Inflation Rate by Commodity Group, December (2020 & 2021)
COMMODITY GROUP

INFLATION RATE
IN PERCENT
2020

2021

ALL ITEMS
I. Food and non-alcoholic beverages
II. Alcoholic beverages and tobacco
III. Clothing and footwear

3.4
2.0
16.2
2.7

3.5
3.3
9.6
1.9

IV. Water supply and miscellaneous services relating

-0.1

1.2

3.2

2.2

7.8
9.4
4.0
-0.6
3.1
2.5

3.3
5.9
1.3
2.8
4.3
2.8

0

40.8

3.0

2.9

V.

Furnishings, household equipment and

VI. Health
VII. Transport
VIII. Information and Communication
IX. Recreation, Sport and Culture
X. Education Services
XI. Restaurants and accommodation services
XII. Financial Services
XIII. Personal care, and miscellaneous goods and

Majority of the commodity groups
exhibited decrease in prices in December 2021
compared with the same period in 2020. Lower
prices were observed in the Alcoholic beverages
and tobacco commodity group, with 9.6 percent
from 16.2 percent in 2020; Health with 3.3
percent; and Transport with 5.9 percent
inflation rates. Increase in prices was observed
in Financial services with 40.8 percent growth.
The CPI is a widely known indicator
used to analyze the economic situation of the
region and to monitor economic policies and
development. Indicators presented were
generated from the weekly and bi-weekly
retail price surveys of PSA.
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4th Quarter 2021 Civil Registration and Vital Statistics
Monthly Transactions in the Census Serbilis Outlet Iloilo City
(October to December 2021)

MONTH

OUTLET TOTAL
TRANSACTIONS

BREQS TOTAL
TRANSACTIONS

October

36,015

10,245

1,330

November

37,112

10,721

1,141

December

28,854

8,486

1,189

101,981

29,452

3,660

TOTAL

A total of 101,981 outlet transactions, 29,452 BREQS
transactions, and 3,660 electronic endorsements were processed in the
RSSO VI-Iloilo Outlet for the months of October, November, and
December 2021, respectively.

Total number of Double/Multiple
Registration of CRS Iloilo Outlet
MONTH

There are three Civil Registry System (CRS) outlets located in
Western Visayas: PSA Regional Office VI in Iloilo City; PSA Negros
Occidental Office in Bacolod City; and PSA Aklan Provincial Office in
Kalibo, Aklan.
The public can also secure their documents at the Local Civil
Registry Office in their respective city and municipality that are BREQS
partners. This alternative option caters the clients for their convenience
to save time and money in going to the outlets.
For the fourth quarter of 2021, December consistently had the
highest transactions at the outlet.

Approved Annotations under the
Decentralized Copy Annotation Process
(DeCAP)
MONTH

October 2021

1,031
703

December 2021

677
2,411

NUMBER

October

216

November

273

December

220

TOTAL

709

The month of November recorded the most double/multiple
registrations in CRS Iloilo Outlet with 273 followed by December (220)
and October (216).
Double/Multiple Registration happens when the same event,
either birth, marriage or death, of the same parties is registered more
than once.
Processed Certificate of Registration of
Authority to Solemnize Marriage (CRASM)
MONTH

NUMBER

November 2021

TOTAL

TOTAL
ELECTRONIC
ENDORSEMENT
TRANSACTIONS

NUMBER

October 2021

53

November 2021

83

December 2021

65

TOTAL

201

There were a total of 2,411 approved annotations done in the
Regional Office. In the fourth quarter of 2021, October had the highest For the fourth quarter of 2021, there were a total of 201 applications
number of processed documents. The objective of DeCAP is to reduce to solemnize marriage processed in the region. The month of
processing time of annotation documents, accessibility to clients and November had the highest number of applications.
stakeholders and minimize customer complaints as compliance to ARTA
of Civil Service Commission.
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TECHNICAL NOTES
Labor Force
The labor Force Survey (LFS) is a nationwide quarterly
survey conducted by the Philippine Statistics Authority
(PSA).
The reference period used in the survey is the past seven
(7) days preceding the date of interview of the
enumerator.

Palay and Corn
Production refers to the quantity produced and
actually harvested for a particular crop during the
reference period. For palay and corn, harvest refers
to the actual area harvested/to be harvested during
the reference quarter.

Some are given below:

Estimates of production and harvest area of palay
and corn are generated from the Quarterly Palay
and Corn Production Survey (PCPS) which has four
survey rounds in a year, that is, January, April, July
and October. The following are the data taken from
these surveys:

a.

1)

Estimates for the current quarter; and

2)

Estimates for the next quarters based on:
standing crop and planting intentions.

The concepts and definitions used in the survey can be
found in PSA Integrated Survey of Households (ISH)
Bulletins.

b.

c.

Labor Force - refers to the population 15 years old
and over who contribute to the production of goods
and services in the country. It comprises the
employed and unemployed.
Employed - consists of persons in the labor force
who are reported either as at work or with a job or
business although not at work. Persons at work are
those who did some work, even for an hour during
the reference period.
Unemployed - consists of persons in the labor force
who are reported as (1) without work; and (2)
currently available for work; and (3) seeking work
or not seeking work because of the belief that no
work is available, or awaiting results of previous
job application, or because of temporary illness or
disability, bad weather or waiting for rehire or job
recall.

d.

Underemployed - refers to employed persons who
express the desire to have additional hours of work
in their present job or an additional job, or new job
with longer working hours.

e.

Labor Force Participation Rate - proportion of total
labor force to the total household population 15
years and over.

Civil Registration
a. Vital statistics are derived from the information
obtained at the time when the occurrences of vital
events and their characteristics are inscribed in a civil
register.

Vital acts and events are the births, deaths, fetal
deaths, marriages, and all such events that have
something to do with an individual’s entrance and
departure from life together with the changes in civil
status that may occur to a person during his lifetime.
Recording of these events in the civil register is
known as vital or civil registration and the resulting
documents are called vital records.
b. Decentralized Copy Annotation Process (DeCAP) is
a system that enables the Regional Serbilis Outlets to
cater requests for copy issuance of annotated civil
registry documents. Annotations of civil registry
documents affected by administrative processing such
as Republic Act No. 9048, RA 10172 and Supplemental Reports will be filed, processed, annotated
and released by the Regional Serbilis Outlets.

Consumer Price Index
Consumer Price Index (CPI) - an indicator of the change
in the average retail prices of a fixed basket of goods
and services commonly purchased by households relative
to a base year.
Components of the CPI
a. Base Year/Base period - a reference date at which the
index is equal to 100. The base year is 2012.

b. Market Basket - a sample of the variety of goods and
services commonly consumed by an average Filipino
household to represent the price
behavior of all goods and services brought by consumers.
c. Weight - a value attached to the commodity of group
of commodities depending on the magnitude of its distribution to the index.

d. Sample Outlets - establishments where prices of commodities are quoted.
e. Inflation Rate - the annual rate of change or the yearon-year changes in the average retail prices expressed in
percent.
f. Purchasing Power of the Peso (PPP) - the measure of
how much the peso in the base period is worth in the
current period. It is computed by getting the reciprocal of
the CPI and multiplying the results by 100.
g. Farm price refers to the price received by farmers,
livestock and poultry raisers for the sale of their produce
at the first point of sale net of freight.

Editor-in-Chief:
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f.

Employment Rate - refers to the proportion of
employed persons to the total labor force.

g.

Unemployment Rate - refers to the proportion of
unemployed persons to the total labor force.

h.

Underemployment Rate - refers to the proportion
of underemployed persons to the total employed
persons.

William G. Jaro



Starting April 2016 round, the LFS adopted the
2013 Master Sample Design, with a sample size of
approximately 45,000 households.
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Starting with the April 2016 LFS round, the
population projections based on the 2010 Census of
Population and Housing (2010 CPH) was adopted
to generate the labor force statistics.
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