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PSA HOSTS 30TH NSM 
 In celebration of the 30th National 
Statistics Month (NSM), PSA RSSO VI, together 
with Regional Statistics Committee VI, and 
participating agencies led a month-long series 
of activities aligned to the 2019 theme      
“Data Innovation Key to a Better Nation”. 
 
 The observance of the 30th NSM 
kicked off with a Motorcade led by the 
Philippine National Police VI. The Motorcade 
started from the New Freedom Grandstand to 
SM City Iloilo. This activity was followed by a 
grand Opening Ceremony hosted by             
PSA RSSO VI and a Ribbon-cutting of Statistical 
Exhibits   at SM City Iloilo. A total of 12 
contesting agencies participated in the exhibit. 
 
 Highlights of the celebration include 
an array of statistical contests. One of these was 
the Statistical Bulletin Board Contest led by 
Iloilo Provincial Population Office. Statistical 
quizzes such as the Regional Statistics Quiz for 
Secondary Students was organized by the 
National Economic Development Authority VI 
with partnership of UPV Statistical Society, and 
the Statistical Analysis Contest for college 
students was organized by Commission on 
Higher Education VI. Also, the Philippine 

Mandirigmang Mang-aawit of the PNP PRO6 
performing on stage together with the participants 
of the 30th NSM held at SM City Iloilo.  

Statistical Association Inc. VI in collaboration 
with  University of the Philippines Visayas 
spearheaded the Regional EcStatistakes 
Competition, a unique monopoly-like game 
participated by senior high school students. 
Also a Poster Making contest for artistic 
elementary pupils was conducted. 
 
 Awarding of winners of the 
statistical contests concluded the NSM 
celebration during the Closing Ceremony 
hosted by Bangko Sentral ng Pilipinas Iloilo 
Branch. 
 
 The first NSM was observed in 
1990, pursuant to Presidential Proclamation 
No. 647, s. 1990 declaring the month of 
October of every year as National Statistics 
Month.  The celebration has two-fold 
objectives: to promote, enhance, and instill 
awareness and appreciation of the 
importance and value of statistics to various 
sectors of society; and to elicit the cooperation 
and support of the general public in 
upgrading the quality and standards of 
statistics in the country. 
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REGION 6 REPRESENTATIVE, MAG-ASO BAGS 
25TH PSQ CHAMPIONSHIP 

LIST OF WINNERS FOR 
30TH NSM ACTIVITIES 

Statistical Exhibit Contest 
1st Place -  Department of 
                  Tourism  
2nd Place - Department of Trade 
                   and Industry  
3rd Place -  National Economic 
                   Development   
                   Authority  

 

Statistical Bulletin Board 
Contest 

1st Place - Philippine Health 
                  InsuranceCorporation  
2nd Place -Department of Health  
3rd Place - National Economic 
                  Development 
                  Authority  

 

Statistical Analysis Contest 
1st Place -  University of San 
                  Agustin  
2nd Place -Central Philippine 
                  University  
3rd Place - Technological 
                  University of the 
                  Philippines Visayas  

 

Regional Statistics Quiz 
1st Place -  Philippine Science 
                  High School  Western 
                  Visayas Campus 
2nd Place -Iloilo Scholastic 
                  Academy 
3rd Place - Iloilo National High 
                  School 

 

Regional EcStatistakes 
Competition 

1st Place -  Kathleen Ann Sison    
        (Hua Siong College of Iloilo) 
2nd Place - Marriane V. Casub 
        (Hua Siong College of Iloilo) 
3rd Place - Jerome Canto 
     (Banate National High School) 

 

Poster Making Contest 
1st Place - Aisach Jasher Beronio 
                 (Cabatuan Central ES) 
2nd Place -Princess Belle Otero 
                  (Sto. Domingo ES) 
3rd Place– Aila Jaicevel Gonzales 
                 (Cabatuan Central ES) 

 

Best NSM Agency 
Philippine Health Insurance 

Corporation (PHIC) 

 Joseph C. Mag-aso Jr., a freshman 
BS Accountancy student of Binalbagan 
Catholic College, Negros Occidental was 
hailed as the Champion of the 25th 
Philippine Statistics Quiz (PSQ) National 
Championships held last 29 November 2019 
at Sequioa Hotel, Timog, Quezon City. 
 
 Mr. Mag-aso bested the other 17 
regional representatives vying for the title. 
The quiz was composed of three rounds of 
grueling questions on concepts of probability 
and statistics, general statistical information, 
and results of the latest statistics released by 
Philippine Statistics Authority.  Mag-aso was 
a consistent frontrunner in all the rounds  
making him the winner of the said 
competition. 
 
 Prior to the national level contest, 
Mag-aso first participated in the 25th PSQ 
Provincial Eliminations in Negros Occidental 
in which he grabbed the first place. Together 
with the other winners from Technological 
University of the Philippines Visayas, they 
represented Negros Occidental in the regional 
level.  
 
 In the regional championship held 
in University of the Philippines Visayas on   
12 November 2019, a total of 18 colleges and 

universities from the different provinces in 
Western Visayas participated. The regional 
championship was composed of three rounds 
and Mr. Mag-aso emerged as champion in this  
event. 
 
 Mr. Mag-aso,  coached by               
Mr. Carlo S. Ebeto,  bagged Php 15,000 cash 
prize in the regional championship and       
Php 30,000 cash prize in the national 
championship.   
 
 PSQ is a nationwide search for young 
statistics whizzes. It an annual competition in 
Statistics that primarily aims to assess the 
competency and skills of students in statistics 
they acquired from the secondary education 
curriculum. It likewise hopes to promote, 
enhance, and instill awareness and 
appreciation of the importance and value of 
statistics among the students.  It seeks to 
generate public awareness on the importance 
of statistics in all development-planning 
activities and win overall support for all 
government statistical activities.  
 
 The PSQ was launched in 1992 by 
the former National Statistics Office (NSO) and 
the Philippine Statistical Association Inc. 
(PSAI).  Mr. Mag-aso is the first national 
champion from Region VI in the 25 years of 

NSCRG Dennis S. Mapa, Mr. Carlo S. Ebeto, 
Mr. Joseph C. Mag-aso Jr., Former NSCRG 
Lisa Grace Bersales (right to left) during the 25th 
PSQ National Championship. 
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STATISTICAL CORNER 

July 2019 Employment Situation in Western Visayas 
 Out of the estimated 5.6 million 
population 15 years old and over in July 2019 
in the region, 3.3 million people were reported 
to be a part of the labor force. This translates 
to a labor force participation rate (LFPR) of 
59.5 percent, this means that about six out of 
ten persons in the population aged 15 years 
and over were either employed or 
unemployed. Of the total labor force 
population, 61.2 percent are males and 38.8 
percent are females . 
 
 The total number of employed 
persons was estimated at 3.1 million. The 
employment rate or the proportion of 
employed persons to total labor force was 
recorded at 94.1 percent. 
 
 The services sector remained the 
highest group estimated at 57.0 percent, of the 
total employed in July 2019. The proportion 
was higher by 1.3 percentage points compared 
to the 55.7 percent posted in July 2018. 
 
 The share of the agriculture sector to 
the total employment in the region, posted a 
decrease of 1.2 percentage points, from a 
contribution of 29.3 percent in July 2018 to 
28.1 percent in July 2019. A slight decrease 
was also observed in the industry sector as 
compared. Among workers in the services 
sector, those engaged in wholesale and retail 
trade; repair of motor vehicles and motorcycles 
made up the largest percentage with 19.0 
percent of the total employed to the same 
period in the previous year.  
 
 Wage and salary workers are those 
who work for private households, private 
establishments, government and government-
controlled corporations and those who work 
with pay in own family-operated farm or 
business. In July 2019, wage and salary 
workers were registered at 63.8 percent while 
it was only 62.3 percent in July 2018. Those 
who worked in private establishments made up 
46.1 percent in July 2019 whereas it was about 
45.3 percent in July 2018. Those working in 
government and government-controlled 
corporations accounted for 10.1 percent of the 
total employed wage and salary workers in 
July 2019 and 10.4% July 2018. 
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STATISTICAL CORNER 

July 2019 Employment Situation in Western Visayas 
 Across occupation groups, workers in 
Elementary occupations made up the largest 
percentage of 32.0 percent of the 3.1 million 
total employed population. Service and sales 
workers were the second largest group of 
workers with 20.4 percent. Skilled agricultural, 
forestry and fishery workers were the third 
largest group accounted at 13.3 percent. More 
males are in the Elementary occupations while, 
females tend to be in the Service and sales 
workers. 
 
 Employed workers are classified as 
either full-time or part-time workers. Full-time 
workers are those who work for 40 hours or 
more while part-time workers work for less 
than 40 hours. Full-time workers comprised 
64.6 percent   the total employed persons in 
July 2019 this posted a decreased compared to 
65.6 percent in July 2018.  Part-time workers 
comprised 35.3 percent of the total employed 
in July 2019. Mean hours worked per week 
slightly decrease from 40.9 in July 2018 to 40.7 
in July 2019. 
 
 Of the total 3.3 million 15 years old 
and over who are economically active, 194 
thousand were unemployed which placed the 
country's unemployment rate to 5.9 percent 
Unemployment rates in Region IV-A 
(CALABARZON) (7.2%), National Capital 
Region (NCR) (6.1%), Region VII (Central 
Visayas) (6.0%), and Region VI (Western 
Visayas) (5.9%) were higher than the national 
figure of 5.4 percent. 

Percent Distribution of Employed Persons by Total 

Hours Worked: Western Visayas, July 2019 and July 

2018 
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2019 Agricultural Performance of Western Visayas 

STATISTICAL CORNER 

Palay and Corn 
 
 Volume of production of palay in the 
region dropped by 6.92 percent in 2019. 
Irrigated  palay decreased 1,043.65 thousand 
metric tons in 2019 from 1,102.62 thousand 
metric tons in 2018. Production of rainfed 
palay declined to 1,034.14 thousand metric 
tons in 2019 from 1,129.67 thousand  metric 
tons in 2018. On the other hand, volume of 
production of corn in 2019 increased slightly by 
0.01 percent. This was brought by a slight 
increase in the production of yellow corn of 
227.51 thousand metric tons in 2019 from 
223.11 thousand metric tons in 2018. 
 
Livestock and Poultry 
 
 Western Visayas is the top producer 
of carabao in the country. In 2019, the volume 
of production of carabao was 21,245 metric 
tons which is  lower by 3.84 percent compared 
to the 22,095 metric tons in 2018. Cattle 
production decreased by 6.38 percent in 2019. 
The production of cattle in 2019 was 23,379 
metric tons while in 2018 it was 24,792 metric 
tons. Hog, which is the prominent animal 
raised in the region, had an increased 
production for 2019. The region produced a 
total of 191,899 metric tons, 2.56 percent 
higher than the 187,105.00 metric tons 
produced in 2018. Likewise, production of 
chevon (goat meat) climbed slightly by 0.24 
percent. 
 
 In 2019, total production of all 
poultry commodities grew except for duck. 
Chicken recorded a growth of 6.75 percent, 
rising from 110,012 metric tons production in 
2018 to 117,439 metric tons in 2019. Native 
chicken was the biggest contributor in the 
production of chicken in the region. Both 
production of chicken eggs and duck eggs 
improved. Chicken egg production was posted 
at 34,351 metric tons, higher by 4.62 percent 
in 2018, while duck egg production was posted 
at 4,725 metric tons higher by 1.11 percent. 
Lastly, duck production dropped to 2,799 
metric tons in 2019 from 3,006 metric tons in 
2018, a 6.88 percent decrease. 
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STATISTICAL CORNER 

Fisheries 
 
 The total fisheries production of 
Western Visayas in 2019 was estimated at   
379,472.0 metric tons. The production 
increased by about 1,974 metric tons from the 
previous year’s reported volume of production 
or an increase of 0.52 percent. The increase 
was attributed by the increase in the volume of 
production of commercial and aquaculture 
sector with 2.85 percent and 0.17 percent, 
respectively.   
 
 Commercial fisheries total production 
grew to 68,518 metric tons n 2019 from 66,618 
metric tons in 2018. The top species produced 
by commercial fishing in the region were 
Tamban, Galunggong, Matangabak, Tunsoy, 
and Pusit. Tamban, Galunggong and 
Matangbaka had increments in terms of 
production of 15.86 percent, 8.23 percent, and 
19.54 percent respectively. Total production of 
Tunsoy and Pusit reduced by 10.82 percent and 
16.84 respectively. 
 
 Aquaculture in the region surged 
slightly to 201,662 metric tons total production 
in 2019 from 201,316 metric tons in 2018. 
Milkfish and Seaweed were the leading species 
in the region. Milkfish production improved by 
8.93 percent while seaweed production 
plummeted 10.98 percent. Oyster, Mussel, and 
Tilapia were common species in the 
aquaculture industry of the region. All of the 
mentioned three species had increased 
production in 2019. Tilapia increased by 34 
percent in 2019. 
 
 Total production of municipal 
fisheries in the region reduced by 0.24 percent 
in 2019, from 111, 537 metric tons in 2018 to 
111, 266 metric tons in 2019. Marine municipal 
fisheries contributed to the decrease of the 
municipal fisheries. Marine municipal fishing 
dropped slightly by 0.74 percent. Inland 
municipal fishing improved by 6.3 percent.  

  
 

2019 Agricultural Performance of Western Visayas 
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STATISTICAL CORNER 

Region 6 Consumer Price Index, Purchasing Power of Peso, and Inflation 

 In Western Visayas, the 2019 
inflation rate was 2.4 percent, lower by 3.5 
percentage points compared to the 5.9 percent 
inflation rate in 2018. A decreasing trend in 
the monthly inflation was recorded from  
January  2019 to October 2019. The lowest 
inflation rate was in October (1.1%)and the 
highest  was in January (4.1%). 
 
 Most of the commodity groups had 
increased prices compared to the previous 
year. The fastest inflation  was in health 
posting 14.7 percent inflation rate, followed by 
communication, and restaurant and 
miscellaneous services with 6.7 percent and 6.4 
percent, respectively. The slowest inflation was 
exhibited in alcoholic beverages and tobacco 
with negative 35.9 percent inflation rate.  
 
 The purchasing power of peso in 
2019 dropped to 0.82 from 0.84 in 2018. 
Purchasing capability of 1 peso in 2012, as the 
base year, decreased by 0.18 centavos in 2019. 
 
 Consumer Price Index (CPI) is an 
indicator of the change in the average retail 
prices of a fixed basket of goods and services 
commonly purchased by households relative to 
a base year. 
 
 While Inflation Rate is the annual 
rate of change or the year-on-year change of 
the CPI expressed in percent, inflation is 
interpreted in terms of declining purchasing 
power of money.  
 
 Purchasing Power of Peso (PPP) is a 
measure of the real value of the peso in a 
given period relative to a chosen reference 
period. It is computed by getting the reciprocal 
of the CPI and multiplying the result by 100. 
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CIVIL REGISTRATION CORNER 

 A total of 127,129 outlet transactions, 
30,671 BREQS transactions, and 5,621 
electronic endorsements were processed in the 
RSSO VI-Iloilo Outlet for the months of July, 
August and September 2019. 
 
 There are three Civil Registry System 
(CRS) outlets in Western Visayas located at 
PSA, Regional Office VI, Iloilo City, Bacolod 

City and PSA Aklan Provincial Office, 
Kalibo, Aklan. Various documents can be 
secured at CRS Iloilo Serbilis Outlet like 
Certificate of Live Birth, Marriage, Death 
and Certificate of No Marriage, (CENOMAR) 
Advisory on Marriage likewise Fetal Death 
printed on Security Paper (SECPA). 
 

3rd Quarter 2019 Civil Registration Statistics 

 The public can also secure their 
documents at the Local Civil Registry Office in 
their respective city and municipality which 
are BREQS partners. This alternative option 
caters the clients for their convenience in  
order for them to save time and money in 
going to the outlets. 
 
  

UPCOMING EVENTS 
Philippine Statistics Authority will hold 

the following activities in the 2nd Quarter 
of 2020:  

 
2020 Census of Population and Housing 

(2020 CPH) Regional and Provincial Level 
Training 

 
2020 CPH Enumeration  

 
 

2nd Quarter Regional Statistics Committee 
(RSC) Meeting  

 
Data Privacy and Freedom of Information 

(FOI) Orientation  

 *The official newsletter of PSA RSSO VI is 
called Hitabo, which means “happenings” in 
Hiligaynon. For any concerns, kindly contact us 
through our email psareg06@gmail.com or through 
our phone number (033) 335-0907.* 

Monthly Transactions in the Census Serbilis Outlet Iloilo City  (July to September 2019) 

        

Month Outlet Total Transactions 
BREQS Total  

Transactions 

Total  

Electronic Endorsement 

Transactions 

July 49,362 12,416 2,212 

August 36,596 8,954 1,768 

September 41,171 9,301 1,641 

TOTAL 127,129 30,671 5,621 


