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Explanatory Notes
This special release presents selected information on Women and Men in Western Visayas. Data provided in this special release
were taken from the latest available data from various census and surveys of Philippine Statistics Authority (PSA) and other data
sources from various government agencies.

Population
Region VI recorded a total of 7,536,383
population in the 2015 Census of
Population (POPCEN 2015).
In terms of the distribution by age and
sex, there were more men than women
in age group 0-4 to age group 50-54,
with males comprising 51.8 percent
within these groups. On the other hand,
more women than men were in age
group 55-59 to age group 75 and over.
The men within these age groups
comprised of 44.7 percent.

Figure 1 Population Pyramid, Region VI: 2015

Source: Philippine Statistics Authority

Table 1 Total Population by Sex and by Province/City,
Region VI: 2015

Source: Philippine Statistics Authority, 2015 Census of Population

Among the provinces and highly urbanized
cities in the region, Negros Occidental had
the largest population while Guimaras had
the smallest for both women and men in
2015.
About 220,768 (18.3%) and 276,881
(17.8%) male population in Iloilo and
Negros Occidental are from Iloilo City and
Bacolod City respectively. On the other end,
227,224 (19.3%) and 284,994 (09.0%)
female population in Iloilo and Negros
Occidental are from Iloilo City and Bacolod
City respectively.
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Youth
The youth population (population aged 15-30 years old as stated in RA 8044) in Western
Visayas is composed of 28.4% of the total population. A total of 1.1M men and 1.0M women
youths were reported in the region. This is lower than the national composition of youth in the
country which is 29.3%. Among the youth groups, the core youth aged 18-24 contributed the
largest proportion of youth in the region with 13.0%.
Table 2 Youth Population by Youth Group and Sex, Region VI: 2015

Source: Philippine Statistics Authority, 2015 Census of Population

Table 3 2010 Census-Based Population Projection and
Percent Change of Youth Aged 15-24 by Sex, and by
5-Year Calendar Year, Region VI: 2020, 2025 and 2030

Based on the population projections,
from 2020 to 2025 and from 2025 to
2030, population aged 15-24 in Western
Visayas is expected to increase by 1.5%
and 2.3% respectively. The increase in
this age group is mainly contributed by
the increase in the population aged
15-19.
The percent increase in projected women
population from 2020 to 2025 and from
2025 to 2030 (2.2% and 2.6%
respectively) is higher than the increase
in men population (0.9%, 2.0%
respectively).

Source: Philippine Statistics Authority, 2010 Census-Based National,
Regional and Provincial Population Projections

Figure 2 2010 Census-Based Population Projection by
Province:2020
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Source: Philippine Statistics Authority, 2010 Census-Based National,
Regional and Provincial Population Projections
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In terms of population by province in
Western Visayas, in the year 2020, it
was projected that the proportion of
men will consistently outnumber
women. The highest sex ratio was
reported in Guimaras with 105 men for
every 100 women. Second and third in
rank were Antique and Negros
Occidental with sex ratio of 104.5 and
103.6 respectively. The lowest sex
ratio was reported in Iloilo with 101.6
men for every 100 women.
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Among all provinces in Region VI, Negros Occidental reported the highest number of men and
women with a projected men population of 1,727,100 and women population of 1,667,000.
Although Guimaras had the lowest share of population in 2015, the province projected to have a
population count of 190,400 in 2020 – a 9.0% increase in population from 2015 to projected
2020 population.

Employment
In Western Visayas, results of
the October round of 2017
Labor Force Survey (LFS)
showed
that
60.4%
of
population aged 15 years old
and over were reported to be
in the labor force, and
remaining 39.6% were not in
the labor force. About 7.4% of
the
total
individuals
nationwide in the labor force
were from Western Visayas.
For those who were in the
labor force, 37.1% were
women and 62.9% were men.

Table 4 Percent Distribution of Population 15 Years Old and Over
by Employment Status of Women and Men in Region VI: October

Note: Details may not add up to totals due to rounding. (number in thousands)
Source: Philippine Statistics Authority, October 2017 Labor Force Survey

The employment rate in the region was 94.4%. An estimate of 37.8% of employed individuals
were women and 62.2% were men.

Table 5 Percent Distribution of Employed Women and Men by
Major Occupation Group in Region VI: October 2017

The main major occupation
engaged by both women and men
was
elementary
occupations.
About one-fourth (25.3%) of the
total women and one-third of the
total men (34.3%) belonged to
elementary occupations.
Note: Details may not add up to totals due to rounding. (number in thousands)
Source: Philippine Statistics Authority, October 2017 Labor Force Survey
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The proportion of women working as managers, professional, technicians and associate
professionals, and clerical support workers were larger than men. Proportion of professional
women (72.5%) was 2.64 times larger than professional men (27.5) while the proportion of
women (68.7%) working as clerical support was twice higher than the proportion of men (31.3%).
Figure 3 Distribution of Employed Women and Men by
Major Occupation in Region VI: 2017

On the other hand, more men
worked as service and sales
workers,
skilled
agricultural,
forestry, and fishing workers.
Proportion of men engaged in craft
and trade workers were 7.6 times
larger the than proportion of women in this occupation group
(88.4%). Plant and machine operators were dominated by men
workers with 97.8%. Meanwhile,
almost
all
armed
forces
occupations and related special
occupations were men.
Source: Philippine Statistics Authority, October 2017 Labor Force Survey
**Less than 0.1% of workers in this occupation group were women

Violence Against Women
In Western Visayas, 21.6
percent of women age 15-49
experienced physical violence.
In the past 12 months
preceding the survey, 5.6
percent of women experienced
physical violence and 0.6
percent of women experienced
it often.

Table 6 Percentage of Women age 15-49 who have experienced
physical violence since age 15 and percentage who have experienced
physical violence during the past 12 months, Region VI: 2017

* Includes violence in the past 12 months. For women who were married before age 15 and
reported physical violence only by their husband/partner, the violence could have occurred
before age 15.
** Includes women for whom frequency in the past 12 months is not known.

Table 7 Percentage of women age 15-49 who
have ever experienced sexual violence and
percentage who experienced sexual violence in the
12 months preceding the survey, Western
Visayas, NDHS 2017

Seven out of 100 of women age 15-49
have experienced sexual violence, and
about 2 of these women experienced
sexual violence in the past 12 months
preceding the survey.

* Includes violence in the past 12 months.
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Figure 4 Percent distribution of women age
15-49 who have ever experienced physical or
sexual violence by their help-seeking
behavior, Region VI: NDHS 2017
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never told anyone
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For every ten women age 15-49 who have
experienced physical or sexual violence five women
have never sought help to end the
violence or told anyone about the violence, three
women have sought help to stop the
violence and two of them told someone about the
violence but did not seek help.

Vital Statistics
Figure 5 Number of Registered Live Births by Sex,
Region VI: 2014 to 2017

In Region VI, male babies born alive
outnumbered the females for the
years, from 2014 to 2017. As of 2017,
there were 52% registered male live
births and 48% female live births.

Source: Field Health Services Information System, DOH – CHD
Note: DOH only generates Crude Birth Rate (CBR) for both sexes

Table 8 Number of Registered Live Births by Sex and by Province, Region VI: 2014 to 2017

Source: Field Health Services Information System, DOH – CHD
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Table 9 Number and Rate of Registered Deaths, Maternal Deaths and Infant Deaths
by Province/City: 2017

Source: Field Health Services Information System, DOH – CHD
Note: DOH only generates Crude Birth Rate (CBR) for both sexes
Death rates were computed per 1,000 population
Infant death rates were computed per 1,000 live births
Maternal death rates were computed per 1000,000 live births

In 2017, Department of Health reported 43,371 deaths
with a computed sex ratio of 132 males for every 100
female deaths in Western Visayas. Among the
provinces and key cities in the region, Negros
Occidental excluding Bacolod City reported the
highest number of deaths (11,989 or 27.64%).
However, this province reported the second lowest
death rate with 4.51 deaths per 1,000 population. Iloilo
recorded the lowest with 2.72 deaths per 1,000
population.
All provinces in the region reported high proportion of male deaths than female deaths.
In Aklan, there were 140 male deaths for every 100 female deaths. On the other hand,
Iloilo recorded the lowest sex ratio at death with 114.4.
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Health
Hypertensive cardiovascular disease (HCVD) was the leading cause of death in 2017 with 136
deaths per 100,000 population. Second and third leading causes of deaths in the region were
pneumonia and malignant neoplasm or cancer with 110 and 53 deaths per 100,000 population,
respectively.
Table 10 Number and Rate of Top 10 Leading Causes of Deaths by 5-Yrear Average from 2012-2016 and
2017 and Sex, Region VI, 2017

Source: Field Health Services Information System, DOH – CHD
Note: Rates were computed per 100,000 population

Table 11 Notifiable Diseases by Sex, Region VI, 2017

The most number of cases
for both men and women
was
Acute
Lower
Respiratory Tract Infection
(ALRTI) and Pneumonia at
40,182 cases while Dengue
was the least notifiable
disease recorded with only
655 cases.
On the other hand, women
were prone to the first five
notifiable diseases than
men in 2017.

Source: Field Health Service Information Service, DOH – CHD
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Education
For the whole duration of SY 2013-2016 the net
enrolment ratio for elementary consistently increased
for both women and men in the province of Aklan.
The rest of the provinces showed fluctuations in the
net enrollment ratios for both women and men.

Table 12 Net Enrollment Ratio for Elementary
per Province/City in Region VI, SY 2013 - 2016

Table 13 Net Enrollment Ratio for Secondary per
Province/City in Region VI, SY 2013 – 2016

Source: Department of Education VI
Note: Negros Occidental was part of Negros Island Region
from May 29, 2015 to August 9, 2017

For the whole duration of school years in 2013
to 2016, the net enrollment ratios for secondary
increased for both women and men only in
Roxas City. The rest of the provinces/city
showed fluctuations.
Source: Department of Education VI
Note: Negros Occidental was part of Negros Island Region
from May 29, 2015 to August 9, 2017

Figure 6 Number of Scholarships Beneficiaries by
Sex, Region VI, 2014-2016

Table 14 Number of Scholarship Beneficiaries by Sex
and by Province, Region VI, 2014-2016

Source: Department of Education VI
Note: Negros Occidental was part of Negros Island Region from May 29,
2015 to August 9, 2017

Source: Technical Education and Skills Development Authority

Western Visayas has a total of 42,142 scholarship beneficiaries for the whole duration for
2014-2016. In year 2016, 51% of the scholarship beneficiaries are women.
In 2014, 49% of the TVET graduates are women. It increased to 51% in 2015 while a
3 percentage point increase (54%) in TVET women graduates was reported in 2016.
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Agricultural Wage Rates
Table 15 Palay: Daily Nominal Wage Rates of Farm
Workers by Sex and Region, Philippines, 2015-2017
(in Pesos)

Across the years from 2015 to
2017, the daily nominal wage
rates of farm workers for palay in
Western Visayas have been
generally increasing. However,
the daily nominal wage rates of
women remained lower than that
of men across the same years of
2015 to 2017.

Source: Philippine Statistics Authority,
Trends in Agricultural Wage Rates 2015-2017

Nominal wage rate is the amount of
wage a farm worker actually
received and is measured at
current prices. Nominal wage rate is
computed by dividing the total wage
paid by the total number of mandays of labor.

Table 16 Corn: Daily Nominal Wage Rates of Farm
Workers by Sex and Region, Philippines, 2015-2017
(in Pesos)

Across years from 2015-2017,
the daily nominal wage rates of
farm workers for corn in Western
Visayas have been generally
increasing. Daily nominal rates of
women was higher by 4.05 than
men’s in 2016 but was lower by
47.93 pesos in 2017.
Source: Philippine Statistics Authority,
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