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 Violence against women is a pervasive and worldwide problem which affects all social, cultural, 
economic, race and religious sectors. Violence can take many forms, including physical, sexual,  
emotional, economic and psychological abuse. It can have devastating consequences on health and 

well-being of the women, thereby affecting their over-all quality of life.  

 The United Nations defines violence against women as “any act of gender-based violence that 
results in, or is likely to result in, physical, sexual or mental harm or suffering to women, including threats 

of such acts,  coercion or arbitrary deprivation of liberty, whether occurring in public or in private life”.  

 The 2013 National Demographic and Health Survey (NDHS)  which was conducted on August 
12 to October 16, 2013,included a Women’s Safety Module to collect information on the extent of  
violence against women in the country. The questionnaire comprises queries on the women's  
experience of physical, sexual and emotional violence from their husbands/partners as well as by other 

family members or unrelated individuals. 

Violence against women in Western Visayas 

Excerpts from the 2013 NDHS Final Report 

 Based on the 2013 NDHS results in Western Visayas, of the 676 women respondents aged  
15-49 who have experienced violence since age 15, 135 (19.9 %) or about 1 in 5 women were abused  
physically and 30 (4.4 %) were abused sexually. When compared to the 2008 NDHS data, the  
percentage of women who have experienced physical violence was reduced by 1.7 percentage points 
from 21.6 percent. Incidence of sexual violence also decreased by 4.6 percentage points from  
9.0 percent in 2008. 

Women aged 15-49 who have ever experienced physical  
and sexual violence since age 15  
Western Visayas, 2008 and 2013 

 1 in 5 women experienced 
physical violence 

 Among the  441  wo men  
respondents who have ever been  
pregnant, about 4 for every 100 women  
have experienced physical violence during  
pregnancy. 

Women who have experienced physical  
violence during pregnancy  

Western Visayas, 2013 

Source: Philippine Statistics Authority 

Source: Philippine Statistics Authority 

Year 

Number of  
women  

respondents 

Percentage who 
experienced  

physical violence 

Percentage who 
experienced  

sexual violence 

2013 676 19.9 4.4 

2008 670 21.6 9.0 

Number of women  
respondents who have 

ever been pregnant 

Percentage who experienced  

violence during pregnancy 

441 3.5 
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Source: Philippine Statistics Authority 
*Husband/partner refers to the current husband/partner for currently married women and the most 
recent husband/partner for divorced, separated or widowed women. 

 The most commonly reported controlling behaviors women experienced from their husbands/
partners are jealousy or anger if they talk to other men, reported at 28.7 percent and insistence on 
knowing where they are at all times, reported at 21.2 percent. About 9.4 percent of women said their 
husband frequently accuses them of being unfaithful. Less common controlling behaviors reported  
include not permitting them to meet their female friends (6.9 %) and trying to limit their contact with their 
family (5.9 %). 
 One in ten ever-married women reported that their husbands displayed at least three of the five 
types of controlling behaviors while six out of ten ever-married women said that their husbands do not 
display any of the specific behaviors. 

Displays none of the  
specific behaviors 

Is jealous or angry if she 
talks to other men 

Insists on knowing  where 
she is at all times 

Displays 3 or more of the 
 specific behaviors 

Frequently accuses her of  
being unfaithful 

Does not permit her to 
meet her female friends 

Tries to limit her contact 
with her family 

Ever-married women who have experienced physical or sexual 
violence by any husband/partner in the past 12 months*,  

Western Visayas, 2013 

Source: Philippine Statistics Authority 
*prior the survey 

 Experience of spousal violence during the past 12 months prior to the survey indicates that  
domestic violence is a current problem. In 2013 NDHS, 6.4 percent of ever-married women have  
experienced physical or sexual violence committed by their partner/husband 12 months preceding  
the survey.  

 

Percentage of ever-married women aged 15-49 whose husband/partner  
have ever demonstrated specific types of controlling behaviors 

Western Visayas, 2013 

Number of ever-married 

women respondents  

Percentage who have experienced 
physical or sexual violence in the past 

12 months from any husband/partner 

451 6.4 
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Never sought 
help but told 

someone

39.6%

Sought help 
to stop 

violence

32.0%

Never sought 
help, never 
told anyone

27.9%

 As for the help-seeking behavior of women aged 15-49 who have experienced physical and/
or sexual violence, only 32.0 percent or 8 in 25 women sought help to stop violence, 10 in 25 
women (39.6 %) never sought help but told someone, and 7 in 25 women (27.9 %) never sought 
help nor told someone. 

Percent distribution of women aged 15-49 who have ever experienced  
physical or sexual violence, by their help-seeking behavior 

Western Visayas, 2013 

Definition of Terms 

 

Physical violence- refers to acts that include bodily or physical harm. It includes pushing, shaking or 

throwing with something, slapping, twisting, pulling of hair, punching or hitting with something that could 

hurt, kicking, dragging or beating up, choking or burning for a purpose and threat or attack with an object 

or weapon. 

 

Sexual violence-refers to an act which is sexual in nature and is committed against a woman.  

It includes physically forcing to have sexual intercourse, physically forcing to perform any  

sexual acts, forcing with threats or in any other way to have sexual intercourse or perform  

sexual acts and trying or attempting to force, persuade or threaten to have sexual intercourse or perform 

any other sexual acts. 

 

Emotional violence-includes humiliating in front of others, threat to hurt or harm a woman or someone 

she care about, insulting or making a woman feel bad about herself, destroying  

personal properties, pets or belongings, or threatening or harming pets. 

Missing/Don’t know 
0.5% 

Source: Philippine Statistics Authority 
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Initiatives to end VAW 

 Significant progress has been made by both the government and non-government organizations 

in the Philippines in terms of addressing and eliminating VAW. 

 Republic Act No. 9262, otherwise known as the Anti-Violence Against Women and Their  
Children Act of 2004. It penalizes all forms of abuse and violence within the family and intimate  
relationships. The Act classifies violence against women and children (VAWC) as a public crime. The 
Inter-Agency Council on Violence Against Women and Their Children (IACVAWC) was created by virtue 
of Republic Act No. 9262 (Anti-Violence Against Women and Their Children Act of 2004). To ensure the 
effective implementation of the law, twelve (12) agencies specifically tasked to formulate programs and 
projects to eliminate VAW based on their respective mandates, develop capability programs for their 
employees to become more sensitive to the needs of their clients, and to monitor all VAW initiatives 

were convened to form the Council. These agencies are:  

 Department of Social Welfare and Development (DSWD) 

 Department of the Interior and Local Government (DILG) 

 Civil Service Commission (CSC), Commission on Human Rights (CHR) 

 Philippine Commission on Women (PCW) 

 Department of Justice (DOJ) 

 Department of Health (DOH) 

 Department of Education (DepEd) 

 Department of Labor and Employment (DOLE) 

 Philippine National Police (PNP) 

 Council for the Welfare of Children (CWC) 

 National Bureau of Investigation (NBI) 
 

Other Philippine Laws related to VAW  

 RA 3815: The Revised Penal Code 

 RA 7877: Anti-Sexual Harassment Act of 1995 

 RA 8353: Anti-Rape Law of 1997 

 RA8369: The Family Courts Act of 1997 

 RA 8505: Rape Victim Assistance and Protection Act of 1998 

 RA 9208: The Anti-Trafficking in Persons Act of 2003 

 RA 9710: Magna Carta of Women 

Crisis Intervention Unit 
Molo St., Iloilo City 
(033) 336-5429 

Home for Girls 
Brgy. Pungtod, Cabatuan Iloilo 
(033) 522-8941 

VAW Hotlines in Western Visayas 

HAVEN 
Brgy. Wari-Wari New Lucena, Iloilo 
(0919) 6597445 

http://www.pcw.gov.ph/focus-areas/violence-against-women/initiatives/iacvawc

